CK’S STORY.

CK was brought into us immediately after having been attacked by a
large dog while out on a walk. She was obviously quite shaken and a
little uncomfortable around her back end, but appeared to have
escaped without serious injury. However over the following days she
developed a large area of severe bruising right across her back;
probably the dog had picked her up, without breaking the skin but
causing extensive separation of the skin from the underlying muscle
and fat. Despite anti-inflammatories and antibiotics this bruising
progressed to form a large area of dying tissue which would not be
able to heal if left alone.

02/11/2009

So CK came in to stay for a few days, while she underwent two
procedures to try and repair the damage. The first day she had
surgery to dissect away the necrotic tissue, leaving an open wound



which we packed with dressings to try and remove any remaining
infected material.

Then the next day she had a second anaesthetic so we could remove
these dressings. Fortunately the wound now looked nice and clean,
so we went straight ahead to close it. With such a large wound it can
often be difficult to bring the edges together, but fortunately CK had
plenty of loose skin over her back, so with some careful dissection
and some buried ‘walking sutures’ to take the tension, we were able
to close the wound fully. It didn’t make the neatest picture, but the
irregular suture line was because we brought skin in from different
angles. A drain was placed either side of the wound, to prevent
excess fluid building up under the skin and slowing down healing.



03/11/2009

CK has been back home for a few days now, with a cosy body
bandage to keep the wound protected and clean. It will take a while
for her coat to grow back to its former glory, but as long as she
continues to make a steady recovery we think she’s pretty happy
with her new look!



