
Our Braveheart Award for November goes to Fern! Fern was found by her owners after she got 

stuck down a rabbit hole. Another dog, her companion, had tried to dig her out but had only 

ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ Ŏǳǘ ǎƻƳŜ ŘŜŜǇ ƎŀǎƘŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ CŜǊƴΩǎ ǎƪƛƴ and leg muscles. She came to us extremely 

painful and with severely contaminated wounds.  

Her recovery was to involve several operations, and very intensive work from the whole team of 

vets and nurses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Stage 1 was to create a clean area that could be operated on. The deep contamination and 

infection was resolved using special dressings being changed daily over a week. Once the area 

ǿŀǎ ŎƭŜŀƴ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΣ ǎǘŀƎŜ н ǿŀǎ ΨŘŜōǊƛŘŜƳŜƴǘΩ ƛŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ŘȅƛƴƎ ǘƛǎǎǳŜ ǿŀǎ Ŏǳǘ ŀǿŀȅΦ !ǎ ȅƻǳ 

can see from this photo, this left a clean area, but with large deficits in the tissue. On her chest, 

Fern is wearing a white patch, which contains a very powerful painkiller which allows us to 

change her dressings without the need for further anaesthetics. 

 

 



Stage 3  ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƛǎǎǳŜ ŦǊƻƳ CŜǊƴΩǎ abdomen, actually overlying her mammary glands, and 

graft it to her leg. This procedure is called a caudal epigastric flap. This was done on one side, 

and another graft placed on the other side. Some smaller defects were left to heal naturally. 

 

 


